
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

     

    

Mission Statement 

“To preserve the history of Pleasant Hill and Newton Township through documents, pictures, and 

artifacts.” 

 

 

Historic 

    Pleasant Hill and Newton Township 

“Preserving our local history by telling our stories.”  

Volume 9   Issue 1 

September 2021 
 

P.O. Box 82 

Pleasant Hill, OH   45359 



 

 

Fall 2021 
 

A Note from the President 

 
We had our annual meeting on July 22.  Ruthann Beck was approved as a representative of the township 

and Dawn Spitler and Charlene Haines for the village of Pleasant Hill.  We are happy to have them on the 

Executive Board. 

 Our officers for this year are:  Ruthann Beck - President; Chuck Martin - Vice President;  Charlene 

Haines - Secretary;  Dawn Spitler - Treasurer;  Amy King and Judy Barga – members-at-large. 

It has been decided that we will not have any programs at the museum until at least March 1, 2022.  We 

felt that the health of our patrons was more important at this time.   

  We are still open on Mondays and look forward to seeing you. 

        Ruthann Beck, President 
 

Membership News 
We welcome Chase Studebaker, Scott and Shelly Beam as new partners.   

If you have questions about your membership, call Dawn Spitler at (937) 417-4985.  Thank you for your 

continued support!   

                                    Dawn Spitler, Membership Chairman 

 

Pleasant Hill History Center Memorial 
Donations to the museum have been received in memory of Ouida Peacock, Connie Hall, and Leo and 

Arlene Rasor.  We have received donations from Martha Teaters, Jim Beeman, Joy Beery, and Marcus Miller.  

We thank them for their generosity.  We are also thankful to all those who have added to our donation jar at the 

museum. 

 

The Pleasant Hill History Center has been given 15 copies of the book, Hoofbeats to Harness:  

Adventures of Jesse Beery, Horse Trainer.  This book was written by Jesse Beery’s granddaughter, Marjorie 

Latham Hoffer, in 1987.  The books can be purchased at the museum for $10.00 until our supply runs out. 

 

Additional Openings 
The Pleasant Hill History Center museum will be open two Sundays this fall, 

September 12 and October 10 from 2:00 pm until 5:00 pm. 

 

Museum Winter Closing 
The Pleasant Hill History Center Museum will be closing for the winter October 26, 2021. 

The museum will re-open the first week of March. 

  

Village Council to Meet at History Center 
The Pleasant Hill Village Council will be holding its September meeting at the History Center on  

September 13
th

 at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
 

Be sure to check our web site at  Pleasanthillhistorycenter.com  

and visit us on Facebook   



  

The only exception to the universal forest which occupied the township, and, indeed, the whole county, upon the arrival 

of the oldest settlers, was what is now known as "Williams' Prairie"; it was a spot of land not encumbered by a single 

tree, situated east of the Stillwater River, mostly on Section 19.  The original tract embraced between sixty and eighty 

acres now, however, it cannot be distinguished from the adjoining tracts, which have been cleared and form part of the 

original prairie.  How or when this section was cleared, or who was instrumental in its clearing for it, doubtless, was at 

one time as densely wooded as the rest, can only be theorized upon. 

Sometime between the years 1797 and 1800, Michael 

Williams, who had removed with his family from North 

Carolina to Ohio, learned, from Gen. Harrison, with whom he 

met in Cincinnati, and who had, sometime previously, made 

an expedition through this section of the country, of the 

existence of the prairie of which mention has already been 

made.  He immediately resolved to remove thither, and, like 

Jacob of old, he collected together his sons, with their wives 

and all their earthly goods, and started immediately for the 

land which was to be the heritage of his children for many 

generations, and which he reached in safety, and located on 

Section l9, which embraced the prairie, the only oasis in the 

wilderness of trees that surrounded him.  He was the head of 

a family of four sons, the youngest of whom, John, was the 

first minister produced by the township.  The remaining five 

children were daughters 

Williams’ Prairie 

Williams’ Prairie circa 1910 

Looking northeast toward Pleasant Hill 

Recreation of the above picture taken in 2016 

Home built in 1842 

Currently owned by the Blaho Family 

The following excerpts came from The History of Miami County  - Beers 1880 



  Church of the Brethren Celebrates 50 Year Old Building 

This year the Church of the Brethren building turned 50 years old.  The building is located between Locust 

Street and Brethren Drive, north of State Route 718.  The previous building was located on the corner of Main and 

North Streets.  A celebration of 50 years was held August 28 - 29, 2021. 

Piqua Daily Call 

August 23, 1971 
Church of the Brethren 

115 North Main Street 

Piqua Daily Call 

May 25, 1970 



  

The sign in front of the 

church was dedicated to the 

memory of Raymond Bailey. 

The church spire was 

dedicated to the memory of 

Van Spitler. 

The cross on the Altar was dedicated to the 

memory of Kenneth O’Diam. 

A fund to furnish the 

conference room was 

started in memory of Clair 

Berkebile. 

Kenneth O’Diam family 

Andrew and Minnie Jackson 

The Yamaha organ 

was purchased in 

honor of Andrew 

and Minnie 

Jackson. 

Clair Berkebile 



 

 

 

 

Newton Soccer 

Newton Girls’ Soccer began in the fall of 2001. 

The team was big in heart and desire.  They set an 

example for excellence on and off the field that 

created the standard for future teams to try to match.  

They were a true team who displayed qualities of 

pride in themselves, their team, and their community. 

Newton Soccer 

officially began in the 

fall of 1977.  Though 

they didn’t win too 

many games, they 

had the 

determination, 

stamina, and the 

ability of champions. 

 

These men started a 

legacy of Newton 

soccer that continues 

today. 

Newton Soccer teams have been very successful over 

the years.  Newton has had many Cross-County 

Conference Championships to their credit. The above 

picture shows the Newton soccer team in 2003. 

 

The soccer fields at Newton have greatly improved 

since those early days of the sport.  Today, Newton 

boasts of multiple soccer fields for practice and play.  

Newton’s soccer complex is an amazing tribute to the 

pride Newton has in its athletics!   
2021 


