
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

     

    

Mission Statement 

“To preserve the history of Pleasant Hill and Newton Township through documents, pictures, and 

artifacts.” 
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          Ruthann Beck, President 
 

Membership News 
We have 105 partners and 10 business friends.  We welcome Steve Shade and Atley King as new members! 

Memorial contributions in memory of Carl Delcamp, Arlene Rasor, Royce Kinney, and Gloria Adams were 

received.  Thank you to everyone who honored these individuals. 

Questions about your membership, call Dawn Spitler at 937-417-4985.  Thank you for your support.  
  

                                    Dawn Spitler, Membership Chairman 

 

Be sure that you are signed up for Kroger Community Rewards.  This program is a great fundraiser for our 

museum.  Our quarterly checks help pay our utility bills!  Check your receipt to see if you are still signed up! 

We appreciate your help with this fundraiser. 

 

Runabout Update 
Our Runabout is currently with the restorer.  He will be working on it this winter with the hopes that it will be 

completed by March.  We have received donations totaling $2000.00 toward our goal of $3,000.00.  Thank you 

to the following individuals who have contributed to this fund:  John and Lolita Schultz, Marcus and Carol 

Miller, Doug Christian, William Smith, Bill and Donna Favorite, Jim and Amy King, Chuck Martin, and 

anonymous donors.  Thanks to all who have donated to this worthwhile project. 

 

 

We are closed for the winter.  We will hopefully re-open on March 1, 2021. 

Keep well this winter.  See you next spring!

 

 

Be sure to check our web site at  Pleasanthillhistorycenter.com  

and visit us on Facebook   

This Thanksgiving looked a little different for many of us.  One thing that remained the same is that we have 

many things to be thankful for.  Our ancestors had hardships during their lives and yet they remained thankful.  

The history of Pleasant Hill and Newton Township is full of people who have shown us how to be thankful. 

 

The Christmas season is upon us.  It may also look a little different this year.  Hopefully, you can creatively 

celebrate with your families and remember the reason for this season. 

 

The museum is closed for the winter.  Hopefully we will be able to open this spring. I know there are many who 

are anxious to visit.  We look forward to getting back to normalcy.  We have some special programs waiting to 

be presented once we feel like it is safe to do so. 

 

Wishing you a happy Christmas season and a happier 2021! 



  

  
Arlene Rasor 

Arlene Rasor was born May 22, 1923, in Miami County, Ohio, 

to her parents Hobert Hatfield & Ouida Mae (Hahn) Wick.  

She graduated from Bradford High School in the class of 1941. 

On July 25, 1942, she married Leo Emerson Rasor.   

 

She was a member of the 

Stillwater Valley Grange, a 4-H 

advisor, and was a lifetime 

member of the American Legion 

Post 80 Women’s Axillary.  

Grand Marshals 

Old Soldier Festival - 1995 

Dayton Journal Herald 

October 11, 1942 

Arlene & Leo Rasor 

Arlene Rasor 

Arlene and Leo were on the Executive Board of the Miami County Historical & 

Genealogical Society for many years.  They helped many people with their family 

histories. 

Arlene and Leo were very instrumental in the Pleasant Hill History Center.  They spent 

countless hours researching the history of Pleasant Hill.  In 1995, together they 

published a book on the Pleasant Hill Civil War Monument.  They were selected to be 

the Grand Marshals of the Old Soldier Festival that year. 

In 2002, Arlene was given the Heritage Award from the Miami County Historical & 

Genealogical Society for her outstanding service. 

Arlene died at the age of 97 on August 25, 2020.  She is buried beside her husband of 

61 years in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery.  We, at the History Center, owe a great debt to 

Arlene for all the work she and Leo contributed to the foundation of our existence. 

Arlene was a member of the Pleasant Hill United Church of Christ since 1956.  She 

served on many committees there.  She and Leo wrote a book on the history of the 

church which was published in 1995. 

Arlene and Leo operated the 

Rasor Plumbing & Heating Co. 

at Circle Hill.  Together they 

raised two daughters. 



 

 

  

Newton Class of 1945 
Every spring, the Newton Alumni Association honors the 75

th
 anniversary of the graduating class of Newton High 

School.  Due to the cancelation of the banquet in 2020, this class was not honored. The alumni committee plan to honor 

them at the next banquet. 

Newton Graduation 

May 14, 1945 
Virginia Klopfer was the Valedictorian and Gloria Deeter was the Salutatorian.   

Little Jimmie Dickens headlined the Fall Fair in November.  The play, Enter Mr. 

Patricia, was given in the spring. 

Row 1:  Fern Hershey, James Pemberton, Betty Johnson, Carol Johnson, Dale Bevington, Janet Byers  Row 2:  Dick 

Long, Carolyn Newlin, Donald Cress, Virginia Klopfer, John Woodhouse, Maxine Lowry, James Herbst  Row 3:  Harold 

Warner, Laveda Vogler, Alberta Christian, Joy Christian, Martha Thompson, Harold Byers  Row 4:  Pat Kauffman, 

Marjorie Schultz, Clarence Shipley, Walter Linton, Virginia Landis, Louis Robbins  Row 5:  Mildred Fair, Wilbur Cool, 

Carolyn Snell, Ruth Jackson, Leonard Bair, Gloria Deeter 

Piqua Daily Call 

May 11, 1945 

Don Cress is the only member of this class still living.   

1944-45 

Newton Basketball Team 

& Cheerleaders 

Record: 

8 W – 9 L 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class colors – Mint Green and Ivory 

Class flower – Yellow Rose 

Debbie Miller, Connie Miller, Luella Kinnison, Kathy Iddings, Connie Garvey 

In Memoriam 

Van Spitler 

John Young 

Jerry Lee 

Michael Murray 

Deborah Chipley Crawford 

Brent Fouts 

Marianne Warner Bettag 

Kathy Iddings Rolls 

Carol Jean Cool Friend 

Ned Diers 

Diane Hess Sleppy 

Dennis Hall 

Sam Roetter 

Pam Noll Coate 

Class of 1970 

The class motto was, Preparation for the Future Demands Knowledge of the Past. 

President - Brent Fouts 

Vice President – Bill Sink 

Secretary – Kathy Iddings 

Treasurer – Connie Garvey 

The Newton Class of 1970 had their 50
th

 graduation anniversary in 2020.  Due to the 

cancellation of the Alumni Banquet, they will be honored next year. 

The Class of 1970 had the distinction of having the first Prom King, Brent Fouts.  The 

Prom Queen was Debbie Miller.  The Valedictorian was Marianne Warner and the 

Salutatorian was Linda Pemberton. 

Newton Class of 1970 

Homecoming - January 23, 1970 



 

 

 

The Morgan Leonard House 

Morgan Leonard 

The house as it looks today. 

Leonard Road, located west of 

Pleasant Hill, was named for 

Morgan Leonard.  He was in 

Company A of the 8
th

 Ohio 

Calvary during the Civil War.   

 

After being wounded three times, 

he was honorably discharged.   

Morgan Leonard House being dismantled 

Morgan Leonard property in 1874 

Morgan Leonard improved his 40 acre farm, located on Leonard 

Road, by clearing trees and laying tile in the fields. 

 

The Morgan Leonard family lived in their home until Matilda died 

in 1913.  Morgan died in 1923.  They are both buried in Pleasant 

Hill Cemetery. 

Morgan Leonard served as 

Newton Supervisor as well as 

Trustee.  He and his wife 

Matilda had eight children. 

The Clarence Hoover family was the next to live in the house.  

Clarence and Josephine raised four children there.  Clarence died 

in 1993 and Josephine in 2005.  They are buried in Highland 

Cemetery near West Milton. 

Clarence Hoover property in 1967 

Having been condemned following a small fire, the house was 

sold, and in 2004 was dismantled and taken to New Mexico.   

 

There the house was rebuilt and is currently the guest house of 

Tom and Barbara Briggs, near Cerrillos, New Mexico.   


